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2008’s 3   rd   stage: ”When Pride is not Enough.. We demand freedom, equality and justice!”             
World Culture Conference in Toronto

    Toronto - Migrations and Proud Art, the International 
Lesbian and Gay Cultural Network's first conference in 
Canada, was greeted with great enthusiasm and support! 
The threeday conferencecopresented by LGBTOUT, a 
student group at the University of Toronto, and the Mark S. 

Bonham Centre for Sexual Diversity Studies 
focused on the issues of LGBTQ immigration in Canada. 
Also featured, was an evening of queer culture, with live 
music, dance, an author's reading, and a multimedia 
presentation by the Evolutionary Girls' Club. 

      Many queers around the world look to Canada as a 
source of inspiration and hope, as though Canada is a 

LGBTQ Utopia. Though Canada is composed of a relatively liberal and accepting populace, we were informed by 
respected immigration lawyer El-Farouk Photo by Anna Gutmanis                                                  Khaki and 
immigration consultant Peter (Cont. page 2) 
_________________________________________________________________________

Turmoil over 15  th   Century Gay Polish-Hungarian King    
 Krakow ‘Battle of the Flowers’ 

   Krakow -- "The Battle of Rainbow Flowers" for 2008 ended after a three-
stage collision with angry churchmen and politicians, right-wing hooligans 
threatening violence and death, and enormous mass media attention in efforts to 
place flowers at the empty coffin of 15th-century homosexual Hungarian-Polish 
king, Wlaydslaw the 3rd on his birthday - October 31st.

    As reported in the last ‘Erato,’ the 1st  stage ended when the city withdrew its 
granted permission for a flower ceremony and cultural event after news that the 
homophobic president announced a lightening visit to Krakow – cancelling all 
demonstrations.  The 2nd  stage ended when organizers found a space on the 
fringe of the presidential security area -- igniting a new fury from  (cont. page 3) 
____________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                              Photo by Rašid Krupalija    

Planning Nordic/Baltic Rainbow Festival 2009 on Swedish Island of Gotland 

ILGCN/Tupilak Delegation to Visby
       Visby – An ILGCN and Tupilak (Nordic organization of rainbow cultural workers) delegation visited this 
capital of the Swedish Baltic island of Gotland on November 29, to meet local LGBT activists and make 
presentations about the LGBT rights scene and cultural situation in their homelands. The delega- tion included 
Polina Savchenko:‘Coming Out,’ ILGCN co-ordinator-St. Petersburg, Lukasz  Palucki: ILGCN Eastern 
European Secretariat-Warsaw and Siarhei Padssonny – Belarus journalist  (Cont. p. 3)



World Culture Conference in Toronto….
(continued from page 1) Bernier that recent changes to Canada's immigration law by the minority Conservative 
government, as well as other recent changes have diluted the fairness and compassion of the Immigration and 
Refugee Board (IRB). 

    Instead of being an agency which protects immigrants from being returned to their country of origin and 
further persecution, the IRB has become a numbercrunching, partisan government agency, playing Russian 
roulette with  the lives of those in danger.    Briefly attended by the local Member of Parliament, Olivia Chow, 
we were also informed by Supporting Our Youth community worker Suhail Abualsameed, and 
Black CAP (which assists black peoples arriving in Canada with HIV / AIDS issues from Africa and the 
Carribean) about discrimination within the LGBT community and homophobia within ethnic groups. 

      These topics can seem disheartening and overwhelming, but ignoring them does not make them disappear. 
Participants were deeply moved by the struggles of our brothers and sisters in Eastern Europe and the Baltics. I 
only wish that our Dykes on Bikes, the Gay Men's Fraternity, Totally Naked Toronto Men, Spearhead Leather 
and Denim Social Club or PFlag could have been there with you to face the violent homophobic fascists who 
threaten your freedom, dignity and innate selves.   But we must not be let trampled and crushed. What we lack in 
numbers, we make up for in spirit and hope.    
    

                                    Where do we go from here? 

      Several participants and organizers suggested having a Pride event. This could greatly increase the visibility 
of the ILGCN, however, in my experience, it's difficult to lure people away from the villageespecially during 
Pride.  What is needed, in my opinion, is the cementing of the connections and networks that the ILGCN has 
established in Toronto, which could be easily done by including the participating people and organizations in the 
ILGCN's mailing list. 

     Of particular concern to me, is the plight of those in Riga, Moscow and Kracow who were the victims of 
homophobic violence. I have suggested to Bill Schiller, the Secretary General of the Information Secretariat of 
the ILGCN in Stockholm, that there be some followup: investigation of the violence directed at Pride in Riga, 
Moscow and Cracow. This could be done by reporting the violent events to Amnesty International, Human 
Rights Watch, and / or the International Justice Mission. The video of Cracow Pride is evidence enough of the 
violence and injustice our brave friends in that city encountered. 

     As a former member of Amnesty International, I know that human rights abuses must be reported from 
outside the country of concern.  I believe that these actions could help not only to reveal the injustice in these 
cities, but also protect LGBTQ peoples from future harm. These attacks, could be in violation of the following 
international agreements: 1) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 1; "All human beings are born 
free and equal in dignity and rights…"  

2) The Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims 
of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 8 June 1977. Part IV. Civilian Population, Art 13. Protection of 
the civilian population: 2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of 
attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population 
are prohibited.

 Michael Gfroerer, Toronto ILGCN Coordinator/ secretary general ILGCN North America Secretariat  

        Note:  Other 2008 ILGCN world conference stages took place in Helsinki and Minneapolis (see web).  
               2009 ILGCN world conferences: Bucharest and Budapest - June, St. Petersburg - September.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________



 Tupilak & ILGCN Travelling Art & Photo Exhibit             Next stops:   Riga, 
Moscow, Visby 
         
Willi  Reichhold                    Timo Saarelma, Finland                          Eka Papinashvili,                Andrius Privetas,  
Austria/ Sweden Georgia/ Sweden                                 Lithuania            

  
  
   

ILGCN/Tupilak Delegation…. 
       
(continued from page 1) and ILGCN cultural ambassador - Minsk, who also made presentations at the RFSU 
Youth Center in Visby on November 29.  The visit was made possible thanks to funding from the Swedish 
International Development Assistance Unit in Visby.

    The discussions also included the inauguration of the first Homo monument in the entire Baltic region by placing 
stones from each of the participating countries --  during the July festival week --  in a rainbow pile in the city 
harbor next to the ‘Baltic Square’ solidarity venue.  This annual summer week is the Visby target of all 
Swedish political parties and many human rights organizations staging their own events.  The aim is also to 
involve the Nordic Rainbow Council and Nordic Rainbow Humanists with festival events. 

     On November 30th, the foreign visitors also participated in Stockholm in a cultural evening together 
with other LGBT activists and performers, including music and song , presentations, and the display of some 
of the  work of the Tupilak/ILGCN International Travelling Art Exhibit -- which has been presented in a 

number of Nordic/Eastern European cities and will appear at more cities in 2009.

New: ILGCN cultural ambassador: Joseph Schlefke, conductor of the (LGBT)
                                                       Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra, USA 
                    
Co-ordinators: Polina Savchenko - St. Petersburg, Bobo Stojanovic - Begrade 
______________________________________________
                              

KRAKOW ROYAL BATTLE OF FLOWERS…
(Continued from page 1) from neo Nazis and war veterans outraged over LGBT plans to 
gather near the city's royal palace hill to honor the dead king.

    "The third stage took place after we announced that we intended to break no laws but 
wanted only to place some flowers at the foot of the coffin," says Lukasz Palucki, ILGCN cultural ambassador 
and secretary general of the ILGCN Eastern European Secretariat in Warsaw."   At first, some church officials 
tried to close the cathedral doors, but were told this would be a historical precedent. Instead, 7 sturdy body-guards 
were placed in a ring around the coffin, which was also decorated with a little sign saying ‘no flowers!’  We smiled 
in silence at the body-guards and then left.”   

      "The church issued a statement that we had not been allowed inside the building -- which was false.  But we 
alre already planning our 2008 birthday part for Wlaydslaw!" Palucki adds.  “The king was killed on the 
battlefield against the Turks at the age of 20 and his body was never found. He was rumoured to be one of the most 
handsome men of his times and openly proud of his homosexual relationships.”   

 Poznan Solidarity March: ILGCN Awards for "Flower Battle” Supporters 

     Poznan -- At the annual solidarity march in this western Polish city, the ILGCN Information Secretariat 
handed out a number of "rainbow warrior" diplomas to Polish organizations and individuals  publicly defending 
the "flower ceremony" -- despite fierce opposition from some of the mass media, politicians and the church.    This 
included theater director Ewa Wójciak, Young Social Democrats  (SMS), University of 
Journalism - Poznan and cultural café director Bernard Ejgierd,  



    Media ‘Heimdahl’ Award to Underground Belarus Magazine 
   Stockholm -- Tupilak (Nordic rainbow cultural workers) has announced that its 2008 Heimdahl award has 
gone to the banned and underground multi-media youth magazine, "34," for it's support of the LGBT community 
in Belarus with interviews and art work – in defiance of homophobic authorities.

    "We are very proud to receive the award and hope to be able to come to accept it 
perhaps in Vilnius or Riga," says editor-in-chief Iryna Vidanava.  (The award is 
named after the old Norse god who blew the warning trumpet announcing the end of the old world 
and the beginning of the new.)

APU’s New Play on Human Contact  
       Amsterdam  APU Theater, ILGCN cultural ambassadors in the Netherlands, 
have produced a new play in English called ‘Touched” written and directed by John 
Roman Baker, whose previous work includes “The Prostitution Plays” and “Prisoners of 
Sex.”   

   Two men, touched by desire and fear, attempt to break through the barriers that surround 
them -- barriers constructed by the fear of love and the memory of sexual abuse.  The 
erotically-charged play shows 2 young men fighting to love and to be unloved, to touch and 
not to touch. Behind the personal story is a wider context and as the characters confront 
their physical/emotional limits the reasons for their behaviour and attitudes become clear. 
                                                                                                                                        

 Luis Carrión, Richard Morris
      “By being intensely drawn into these two characters stories hopefully the
audience will leave with a more positive feeling about reaching out and touching their gay neighbours, friends and 
society in general. Even if in the smallest way it gets them away from the internet, computer games and self absorption 
it will have achieved some purpose. A wall of separation has built up very slowly over the years and the characters in 
this play show the consequences. For some people ‘Touched’ will be intense and challenging, for others it will be a 
strong and erotic experience into which they are not obliged to look too deeply,” says John Roman Baker of AIDS 
Underground Theater.

    “Yes it is gay theatre, but I’ve never thought that had to be an exclusive genre. There are aspects of these two characters that anyone 
could relate to. And I think the play encourages people who are not gay to see how 2 young men try to cope in a hostile world.  A survey 
last month in The Observer newspaper revealed that 24% of people in the UK believe that homo-sexuality should be illegal – that’s one 
in four of the people you might meet! Most people believe that our gay history is sorted out – this is wrong. We are being lulled into a 
false sense of comfort by gay marriages that are barely tolerated, by media that seldom show us in a constructive and normal light and 
by our own willingness to hide away in chatrooms on the internet and in our refusal to be touched by our fellow gay mens’ 
experiences,” he adds.

     “It shows 2 people closed in with each other and not reaching out to a wider community. The 70’s and the 80’s had a community 
outside that was supportive and now in the main, with the emptying out of clubs and the loss of non-commercial gay venues, people 
have withdrawn. This play is about withdrawal, both personal and social. The fight for survival in homosexual terms takes place in the 
living room. But this type of seclusion is in my opinion a breeding ground for a personal fascism, in direct contrast to the communal 
brotherhood which existed in our recent gay history. Fascism starts at home. Community starts in the streets and in places of multiple 
communications,” Baker concludes.
__________________________________________________________________

ILGCN Annual Awards:   (Proposals welcomed at all secretariats)

Rainbow Iceberg  (international work)      Sappho in Paradise (libraries, publishing) 

Orfeo Iris (research in Nazi & neo Nazi persecution) Grizzly Bear (work in ferocious situations) 

Orfeo Musica (international  co-operation) Arco Nordica (Nordic co-operation) 

Orfeo Imago ( art &  photos)        Clio’s Silver Cup (LGBT history) 

 __________________________________________________________________________      

ILGCN Secretariats        Information: Stockholm  www.ilgcn.tupilak.org

Women: Tallinn krissu.@  qiss.eu          Literature: London istewart@alumni.sfu.ca 
History: Minneapolis trett007@umn.edu              
Eastern Europe: Warsaw  santi@santi.net.pl 
North America: Toronto michaelgfroerer@yahoo. ca.    
Film & Film Festivals: Riga andrejs.visockis@gmail.com 
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