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Vilnius – A round table discussion with participation 
of journalists, human rights activists, and LGBT-commu-
nity representatives from Belarus,Ukraine, Sweden, and 
Lithuania took place in the Lithuanian capital on June 16, 
2012 with the theme “Social Consequences of Irrelevant 
Coverage of LGBT issues in Mass Media.” 

Delegates presented the results of the Belarusian 
media monitoring activities, focused on the coverage of 
LGBT-community problematic in the Belarusian media in 
2011 as well as a survey results, showing the Belarusian 
editors’ opinions on the problem of homophobia in the 
modern press.

“The problem of LGBT community discrimination is not 
unique, since discrimination is also faced by a number 
of other social groups, including people with disabilities, 
representatives of other races and nationalities, opposi-
tion activists, etc. The main objective of the monitoring 

was to inspire other social groups to fight against ste-
reotypes in society and struggle against discrimination”, 
noted Max Kavaliou, Belarusian LGBT Journalists’ Group 
activist.

The conducted survey showed that the Belarusian 
editors are aware of the problem of discrimination of 
homosexuals. However, they are not always ready to 
cover the issue. Most often, journalists are eager to 
write about the LGBT-community in the context of ‘hot 
stuff’, thinking little about the eventual consequences.

The Belarus’ Gay Alliance representative Aliaksandr 
Paluyan drew the Round Table discussion participants’ 
attention to the fact that the journalists, who write about 
gays of lesbians often mix up terms and notions in their 
articles. Also, they sometimes use irrelevant illustrations 
to support their texts. Thus, e.g., in the articles about the 
recent Gay Pride in Minsk they 

Belarus Journalist Meeting in Vilnius

Belarus LGBT Journalists in Vilnius
A Tupilak-supported meeting and a competition for journalism combating homophobia.
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Simeiz  –  Swedish, Norwegian, Ukrainian and Belarus 
delegates met in this Crimean harbortown May, 2012 for 
the postponed  event the stage of the ILGCN world cul-
tural conference and festival -- which included the post-
poned 3rd stage of the 3-nation Swedish-Ukrainian-
Belarus solidarity events last year in Kiev and Minsk 
and supported by the Swedish Institute, the official or-
ganization promoting Sweden’s international exchange.

“The delegates engaged in enthusiastic discussions 
on how to combate homophobia and discrimination, in-
crease the use of rainbow culture to boost solidarity and 
to help educate populations often knowing very little 

about LGBT rights or the role of the rainbow communities 
in working for every one’s human rights and for demo-
cratic progress,” says Bill Schiller of the ILGCN and Tu-
pilak, Nordic rainbow cultural workers.

“Our colleagues were also really pleased to see that 
state fundings provided by the SI supported us instead 
of  ignoring or working against LGBT rights in their coun-
tries, where the regime in Minsk bans LGBT organiza-
tions and Prides and where the regime in Kiev has out-
lawed all positive information on homosexuality.” This 
was a continuation of the SI-supported meetings in Kiev 
and Minsk in 2012.

One of the activities of the delegates was to attack a 
large homophobic graffiti on a Simeiz stone wall, chang-
ing this to a pro-LGBT art work supporting peace, de-
mocracy and love. One follow-up to the meeting is a a 
Swedish-Ukraine-Belarus women’s meeting in the near 
future. At the Crimea conference,  Taras Karsijchuk,  Kiev 
Pride organizer, said: “We’re going to expand the cultural 
component for our next Pride and it is principally impor-
tant for us to attract attention and invite European LGBT 
culture workers. In this respect nobody can be more 
helpful than the ILGCN.”

Oleg Nesterenko, local LGBT group leader of Lvov in 
Ukraine, stated: “ In our plans are the use of culture more 
extensively, especially after the Simeiz conference. We 
are going to organize singing contests and photo exhibi-
tions in order to mobilize the local LGBT community.

Tatiana Laitseva of  Lambda 

ILGCN Conference in Simeiz

Crimean wall painting

Stockholm – What has been presented as the the big-
gest ever Queer Film Festival in the Swedish capital took 
place between May 11-13 and filled the year’s-long gap 
since earlier LGBT film festivals which took place here 
-- the last one in 2005. 

Organizers Melissa Lindgren and Oscar Eriksson say 
they want to portray the non-normative, support solidar-
ity and crush the established norms. We are offering a 
broad program with everything from old men with whips, 
randy mothers and love- sick aliens... films which ask 
questions and encourage people. The Cinema Queer In-
ternational Film Festival was an enormous success and 
we are here to stay!”      

After years of silence in Stockholm
Sweden’s Queer Film Festival: Organizers Oscar Eriksson, Melissa Lindgren 

Stockholm Queer Film festival organizers,
Oscar Eriksson, Melissa Lindgren
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Gothenburg – Denmark’s Charlotte Haslund-Chris-
tensen’s photo book “Who’s Next” has been released at 
the Hasselblad Center in this Swedish west coast city. 
In 2009, she photographed over 40 LGBT (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender) people at Copenhagen’s main 
police station – capturing them in mugshots like the crimi-
nals they would be many places in the world.

The work is a comment on the fact that 76 countries 
continue to criminalise homosexuality – that LGBT peo-
ple are still stigmatised, attacked and killed, with at least 
5 countries making being gay punishable by death or life 
imprisonment. The title “WHO’S NEXT?” is inspired by 
Pastor Martin Niemöller’s famous statement protesting 
political apathy.

The need to protest against the daily persecution and 
prosecution of LGBT people is as relevant today as at 
any point in history. With slated legislation for the death 
penalty in Uganda, a recently passed ban on even utter-
ing the word ‘gay’ in St. Petersburg, and a walkout staged 
by numerous nations from the UN Human Rights Council 
on violence and discrimination against LGBT people, the 
need to speak out and express solidarity is stronger then 
ever.

Each of the LGBT people photographed in “WHO’S 
NEXT?” – participating to raise awareness of the human 

rights of sexual minorities – was taken down to the prison 
basement of Copenhagen Central Police Station. They 
were escorted past cell doors, stripped of jewellery, had 
their fingerprints taken and were photographed by the 
artist from the front and in profile in the starkly lit studio of 
the police authorities.

The resulting mugshots are printed in the original po-
lice format and individually inserted in archival plastic 
sleeves. The entire collection is assembled in a limited 
edition box that underlines the archive they represent 
and mimic, but also enables the project to travel dis-
cretely across borders to regions where homosexuality 
continues to be a crime.

 “WHO’S NEXT?” is an act of solidarity and symbol of 
support,” says Charlotte Haslund-Christensen . “The box 
can be ‘smuggled’ past censorship and prejudice in the 
suitcases of a broad and international network that sup-
ports human rights, then handed over to contacts in the 
LGBT community in each of the 76 countries that crimi-
nalise their lives. The purchase of each box supports the 
distribution of the book to countries where LGBT people 
face daily prosecution and persecution and are denied 
basic human rights.”

The book is published and distributed by Spacepoetry.
dk.

“WHO’S NEXT?” Danish Photo Book Released.
LGBT mug-shot collection focusing on criminality. 

Gothenberg/Stockholm – The Pioneering gay Russian 
and Finnish cultural workers have contributed powerful 
messages to the theater and artr worlds in these two 
Swedish cities on the east and west coasts.

The City Theater in the Swedish west coast city of Go-
thenberg has been running the Russian play “Lubiewo 
-- Island of Love” based on the prize-winning novel by 
Michal Witkowski with its look back at the “homophobic 
persecution” decades as a time of solidarity and close-
ness --compared to the today’s more “sexually liberated” 
but ice-cold egotism. The cast includes some of Swe-
den’s top actors and musicians and they received high 
praise from the theater critics.

At the glass-walled Arts Center in the heart of Stock-
holm, a major exhibit of the words of internationally-fa-
mous Tom of Finland, Finland’s Touko Laaksonen, has 
been running since June and will continue during after 
after Stockholm Pride at the end of July and beginning 
of August. 

The Finnish artists is credited with changing the view 
of both homosexuals and heterosexuals of the gay man 
as weak and effeminate -- concentrating instead of highly 
muscular and overlly well hung men in different circum-
stances, unabashedly persuing their sexual desires in 
private and in public. 

Playwrite in Gothenburg,
Finnish pioneer artist in Stockholm
Russian, Finnish Gays “Visit” Sweden 
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Tupilak & ILGCN Travelling Art & Photo Exhibit 
Next stops: Stockholm, Belgrade, Visby, Rio de Janeiro, Estonia (Alice T.), Sweden (Willi Reichhold)
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Coming ILGCN
Rainbow Culture Events: 
Belgrade September 2012 and Rio de Janeiro in 2013
ILGCN World Rainbow Culture Conference – Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Thursday, January 31 – Sunday, February 3, 2013
With discussions (“Rainbow Culture in Brazil”, “Rainbow Culture in 
Sweden,” “Rainbow Culture in Russia” etc.), poetry, music, film, drama. 
Samples of the ILGCN & Tupilak International Travelling Rainbow Art & 
Photo Exhibiton (works from 40 nations). It’s at pre-Rio Carnaval time 
(February 25/1-7/2) and includes participation in the giant, pink-ballon 
and very gay-filled, pre-carnaval parade. “Simpatia é Quase Amor” 
(Sympathy is nearly Love!) on Saturday, February 2. ILGCN cultural 
ambassadors, co-ordinators, secretary generals especially welcome!

Information:
Anders Ödvall: eljest123@hotmail.com,
ILGCN Information Secretariat: bill@tupilak.org

ILGCN Secretariats 
Information:  Stockholm bill@tupilak.org    
Literature:  London  istewart@alumni.sfu. ca 
History:  Minneapolis  trett007@umn.edu  
Women:  Tallinn  krissu.@qiss.eu 
Film & Film Festivals:  Riga  andrejs.visockis@gmail.com 
Art & Photography   pleszkowicz@yahoo.com
Eastern Europe:  Istanbul/Ankara  nevin@kaosgl.org 
 Berlin  c.delamotte@googlemail.com
 Warsaw santi@santi.net.pl  
North America:  Toronto  michaelgfroerer@yahoo. ca. 

ANNUAL ILGCN AWARDS
Proposals welcomed at all secretariats.
Rainbow Iceberg (international work)
Sappho in Paradise (libraries, publishing) 
Orfeo Iris (research in Nazi & neo Nazi persecution)
Grizzly Bear (work in ferocious situations) 
Orfeo Musica (international co-operation)
Arco Nordica (Nordic co-operation)             
Orfeo Imago (art & photos)
Rainbow Warrior
Clio’s Silver Cup (LGBT history) 
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used photos from Gay Parades in Europe, despite know-
ing that the snaps do not reflect the real events in Minsk 
with the police attacks and arrests of activists.

During the Round Table discussion, the journalists 
analyzed several highly offensive articles on the LGBT 
problematic, including a Web-publication by Vasil Sia-
mashka (BelaPAN News Agency) and an Open letter by 
a writer Vasil Yakavienka in the “Narodnaya Vola” inde-
pendent newspaper. The ournalists decided to submit a 
collective appeal to the “Narodnaya Vola” editorial with a 
request to publish an article with counter-arguments to 
Mr Yakavienka and address the Ethics Committee at the 
Belarusian Association of Journalists with a request to 
consider the “Narodnaya Vola” editorial’s standpoint on 
the issue.

The BAJ Ethics Committee member Marina Zagorska-
ya presented the role and functions of the Committee 
and gave a piece of advice on preparation of appeals 
to the Committee members. The Belarusian LGBT Jour-
nalists’ Group in cooperation with the supporting media 
workers is preparing a special brochure on the accurate 
and correct coverage of LGBT problematic, including the 
analysis of the most frequent journalists’ mistakes as well 
as recommendations and practical advice to reporters 
and columnists on improvement of standards of writing 
on LGBT subjects. 

The chairman of Tupilak (Nordic LGBT Cultural Work-
ers) Bill Schiller noted that homophobia can be seen also 
in many countries of Western

Europe. “Teenagers and youngsters are also among 
homophobic group in Sweden. Also, a small but very vo-
cal political party in the Swedish Parliament deprecates 
the LGBT community. A similar situation can be observed 
in Finland, France, and Hungary. The LGBT people from 
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia have to fight every year, in 
order to arrange a Gay Pride. 

“The problems can be found even in the Netherlands 
-- even if Amsterdam might seem to be a real heaven 
on earth for LGBT people. However, prides arranged in 
smaller, provincial towns are attacked by homophobies 
and hooligans even in front of TV cameras. Therefore, 
even when near- perfect legislation for LGBT rights are 
adopted as has been done in Sweden, Norway, Canada 
and elsewhere, there is still a need to improve public 

opinion in relation to the LGBT-people. It is necessary 
to make use of LGBT culture and to actively cooperate 
with journalists, since the latter form the public opinion 
and can become a highly efficient force in the process of 
overcoming stereotypes about the LGBT community as 
well as in the fight against homophobia”, Bill Schiller said. 

Aliaksandr Voitenko, the representative of ‘We Un-
derstand Human Rights’ educational program (Ukraine) 
draw the Round Table meeting participants to the fact 
that pro-homophobic legislative acts are adopted in the 
neighboring Russia and Ukraine, and that the dangerous 
trend should be terminated by efforts of international civil 
community representatives.

The Belarusian LGBT Journalists’ community mem-
bers are convinced that the present frustrating presence 
of homophobia in Belarus should be eliminated due to 
the relevant presentation of LGBT problematic in the me-
dia. Therefore, the Group members are going to arrange 
and hold presentations of the informational brochure and 
arrange topical discussions with the Belarusian journal-
ists and editors on the issue in Minsk and in the Belaru-
sian regions.

“The Best Anti-Discrimination Journalists in Belarus - 
2012” were announced at the end of the Round Table 
meeting in Vilnius with the international journalist jury 
selection among more than a dozen of nominees the 
articles of two journalists from the Belarusian regions. 
The first place went to Volha Hrytsenka (Brest) – “What 
Do the Deaf People Watch in Belarus – TV or TV-sets?” 
(“Что смотрят неслышащие в Беларуси – телевизор 
или телевидение?”), ‘Vmestie’ (‘Together’) newspaper, 
13.04.2012 and the second place to – Andrei Kuzmin 
(Krychau, Mahilou region) – “Шэсць санэтаў” (‘Six Son-
ets’), ‘Nasha Dumka’ Info-newsletter, August 2011.

The choice of topics and their efficient presentation 
with the use of professional journalistic tools was taken 
into consideration by the jury members in the selection 
process. The winners will receive honorary diploma and 
special awards from Tupilak and the Belarusian LGBT 
Journalists’ Group activists as well as and a possibility 
to visit the Tupilak activists in Stockholm with a journalist 
mission in the coming year, according to the Press Ser-
vice of Belarusian LGBT Journalists’ Group.

Belarus LGBT Journalists in Vilnius
Continued from page 1
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Belarus in the city of Vitebsk added: “Networking is the 
most  important thing. I’m really impressed that people 
came from across  Belarus,  Ukraine and Sweden. Scan-
dinavians opened our eyes to many matters. The ex-
change of experiences is priceless”.

Olga Rytenko of  Our Center in the Ukrainian city 
of  Dnepropetrovsk:  “Sports and culture are the most 
effective tools to promote tolerance and non-discrimina-
tion. We are organizing queer sport events regularly and 
ready to cooperate in this direction with colleagues from 
Belarus and Sweden.”

Elena Mikhailova, president of Our Center in Dnepro-
petrovsk: “We are very impressed by activities in Simeiz. 
It is important to have a follow-up meeting to continue 
LGBT culture discussions and we are ready to host 
it in Dnepropetrovsk.”

Vitaly Vstrecha of Belarus’ second city, Gomel: “The 
Simeiz conference was very inspiring and stimulating. It 
was my first event of this kind and I’m bringing lots of 
ideas on how to promote LGBT culture in my home coun-

try. I’m also glad of making new contacts, especially with 
colleagues from Western Europe.”

Viachaslau Bortnik of GayBelarus located in 
both Gomel and Minsk: “The conference was organized 
on a pretty good level. It was symbolical to have it partic-
ularly in Simeiz – the favourite summer vacation destina-
tion for LGBT community from all over post-Soviet space. 
We learnt a lot and were able to bring together many new 
faces. I hope for fruitful, future cooperation.”

Rolf Solheim, of the Nordic Rainbow Humanists and a 
Norwegian humanist ceremony master in Oslo, said: “It 
was a great experience discussing the humanist move-
ment’s support of the LGBT movement and the reasons 
for opposing all religious oppression of LGBT and other 
human rights.  I was impressed with the interest in my 
presentation of the Norwegian LGBT struggle and the 
special roll the humanist movement can have across bor-
ders -- especially in Eastern Europe where religious of all 
kinds have often become anti-LGBTbecome “moral au-
thorities” after their survival after decades of Soviet rule.” 

ILGCN Conference in Simeiz
Continued from page 2


