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STOCKHOLM – ILGCN and 
Tupilak participated once again in 
Pride events (July 31st-August 4, 2012) 
in the Swedish capital, including 
the annual Homosexual Socialist 
cabaret at the Teater Tribunal on the 
Southern Island with works from the 
international travelling exhibit and 
with guest artist, Vladik of Minsk in 
person at the vernissage. 
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(Continued from page 1) Tupilak/
ILGCN seminars at Stockholm Pride 
House — the glass-walled Arts Cen-
ter in downtown Stockholm — covered 
“Solidarity with Eastern Europe,” and 
“Nordic LGBT Solidarity.” Tupilak also 
participated in seminars with Polish gay 
and trans parliamentarians brought to 
Stockholm by the ILGCN award-win-
ning Polish Institute - Stockholm with 
a long history of co-operation with Tu-
pilak and the ILGCN. 

Also during Pride week, Tupilak 
also participated at the 1st Nordic LGBT 
Work Place Forum at the Stockholm Ex-
hibition Fair with presentation on Nor-
dic-Baltic-Eastern Europe cooperation 
and Tupilak/ILGCN Belarus & Nordic 
art and photography exhibition, also fea-
turing guest artist Vladiks of Belarus.
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STOCKHOLM – A beautiuflly photo-
graphed and highly sensitive film “She 
Male Snails” has captured wide cover-
age in Sweden and at international film 
festivals, with its semi-documentary 
journey of passion, relationships and 
friendship in the lives of two Swedish 
trans cultural workers in the film “Pojk-
tant” in Swedish.

Film-director and co-actor Ester 
Martin Bergsmark described his work 
involving co-actor Eli Levén to Erato 
at a Swedish Institute presentation of 
the year’s film production ś, adding that 
this blend of “documentary and vision-
ary imagination was necessary since for 
trans people, reality is fiction because 
society doesn’t really accept the trans 
reality.”

The film combines sensual jour-
neys through Swedish nature, repeated 
returns to steamy bathtub dialogues 
of feelings and emotions  -- and refer-
ences to a brutal school gang-rape in the 
youngsters’ shower rrom.

Producer Anna Maria Kantarius 
says she had no hestitation over joining 
the project, although she was worried 
originaly of not getting the necessary 
financing when first requests  failed.  
“Then we got a Swedish Film Insitute 
grant for a short film -- and continued 
with the project, later getting support 
from Sweidish Public Service television, 
the Danish Film Institute and the Nordic 
Film Fund,” she told Erato.

Both agreed that they thought it 
impossible to translate the film’s Swed-
ish title “Pojktant” (something like 
“boy-old lady” into English and chose 
instead a title relecting both the snail’s 
hermaphrodite sexual relations and the 
film’s opening scene where the young 
trans as a boy collects empty snail shells 

in the meadows.
The film has already won awards 

at the Gothenburg Film Festival -- the 
biggest in the Nordic region and at the 
Los Angels LGBT Film Festival.  and 
is already on its way to the St. Peters-
burg documentary film festival, Berlin 
and Visby.  “We are eager to come to 
LGBT festivals any where and hope the 
Swedsh Institute and the Swedish Film 
Institute can help make this possible,” 
says Ester.    
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TORONTO – IL-
GCN Cultural Am-
bassador Paul Lee 
reports that he and   
colleagues have 
recently returned 
from Hong Kong, 
Macau, and Beijing, for the shooting 
of their ambitious independent feature 
film project “Capital”, a fictionalized 
account of actual events that included 
the 2006 detention of a U.S.-educated 
Mainland Chinese documentary film-
maker. 

“The film also depicts the surveil-
lance of a number of gay relationships 
amongst Mainland Chinese, and be-
tween Mainland Chinese and expatri-
ates, in an environment where cultural 
taboos still hold sway in the face of 
demands for greater personal freedom, 
and where money can easily and readily 
scramble the moral compasses of out-

siders who seek to 
make themselves at 
home in the world’s 
f a s t e s t - g r ow i n g 
economy,” produc-
er Lee adds. 

“The film deals 
honestly with China’s discomfort to-
wards open expression, and with the 
U.S. tendency to enable behaviour it 
officially condemns; and as such, the 
project cannot readily access main-
stream project funding, and must rely 
on individuals who are supportive of 
independent voices and open societies,” 
Lee says.

Capital’s team comprises direc-
tor Aries Cheung, co-director Robert 
Delaney, a Canadian crew, a gay Hong 
Kong director, a mainly gay cast of 
talented actors from Mainland China, 
Singapore, Canada and the U.S., a gay 
Indonesian music composer; a gay U.S. 

screenwriter who spent 15 years as a 
student and journalist in Asia, and a pro-
ducer known for producing LGBT films 
and human rights/social justice films 
around the world. This Toronto-based 
production team is committed to pro-
ducing a rarity in today’s mediascape: a 
realistic and objective portrayal of gay 
life in contemporary Chinese society.

“With a barebones budget, we were 
able to shoot about half of the film, in 
the three weeks of location-shooting in 
Asia. Production of Capital will resume 
in Toronto and need help to raise the 
$12,000 budget necessary to complete 
the shooting of the rest of the film,” 
Paul Lee concludes. 

More information: info@capital-
themovie.com. To watch the trailer, 
contribute to the film’s crowd-funding 
campaign on IndieGoGo, and to keep 
up with the film’s progress: www.indi-
egogo.com/capital

International Crew Tackle Chinese Phobia 
Feature film project  follows taboos, persecution, detention of gays

ILGCN & Tupilak on Gotland
Annual political/NGO/human rights week in Visby

VISBY – Tupilak and the ILGCN In-
formation Secretariat-Stockholm once 
again participated in the annual Alme-
dalen Week -- the biggest political (par-
liamentarians, ministers, party leaders) 
and NGO gathering of the Swedish 
summer which takes place on this east 
coast island in the middle of the Baltic 
Sea.

Participating with some 40 Swed-
ish solidarity organizations at the In-
ternational Square in the Silo located 
in the harbor area,  Tupilak & ILGCN 
manned a book table, displayed art and 

photo work from the international trav-
elling exhibit, made stage presentations 
about LGBT rights and Swedish soli-
darity with Eastern Europe and helped 
with IS stage presentations and activi-
ties.

The week also included a ceremony 
at the LGBT stone monument -- the first 
such monument in the Nordic region -- 
located on the Visby shoreline and hon-
oring LGBT colleagues discriminated, 
persecuted, imprisoned and executed in 
the Nordic region and around the world 
over the centuries.


